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Abstract

“Bridge Leaders” of Redress

- Focusing on Sue Kunitomi Embrey and Tsuyako “Sox”
Kitashima -

Ako DEGAWA

In 1988, Ronald Regan signed the Civil Liberty Act with an official apology for
Japanese American wartime incarceration. The passage of the act and the
official apology from the current president marked the “success” of the
Japanese American-led social movement, Redress. At the background of
“successful consequence” brought by Redress, the presence of “bridge leaders”
(defined by Belinda Robnett), should not be overlooked. This thesis put focus on
those “bridge leaders”, who were both “female - second generation” Japanese
American, Sue Kunitomi Embrey, co-chair of Manzanar Committee, and
Tsuyako “Sox” Kitashima, branch leader of National Coalition for Redress/
Reparation. They share identical back roots and experience until before the
wartime incarceration. However, goals of Redress, which they proclaimed, were
diverged. According to this fact, Embrey set her first goal to Redress for
defamation by the wartime incarceration. Kitashima, on the other hand, raised
her first goal to Redress with monetary reparation for the incarceration.
Following those points, this thesis attempts to clarify the reason why the
disparity between those similar “bridge leaders” have appeared by considering
their personal experience following the wartime incarceration. In addition to the
point above, this thesis discusses the significance of “bridge leaders” Embrey
and Kitashima with paying attention to the influence they brought. This thesis
was divided into four segments. The first segment defines the terminology of
“bridge leaders”, prerequisite to be, and how this definition can be applied to
Japanese American Redress. In the following two segments, draw attention to
experience during the wartime incarceration to post-war periods of each “bridge
leader”, second segment focuses on Embrey, and third segment features
Kitashima. To sum up those two segments, the huge difference between
Embrey and Kitashima was especially rooted in how Embrey and Kitashima

perceived the Japanese American incarceration. The former, Embrey, left an



UV FLVAEFHIZBITLTY) v V) =5 =75

incarceration camp during the wartime, and Embrey started commuting to
“Nisei progress”, which is a left-winged community founded in the 1950s. At
that time, Embrey realized the issue in the historical recognition of Japanese
American incarceration. The latter, Kitashima, left incarceration simultaneously
to the end of the war, even though her family members were still in camp. As
the most impressive experience, Kitashima recalls the confiscation during
wartime. Nevertheless the U.S. admitted to returning properties taken at the
wartime confiscation, Kitashima’s property never being returned though there
was no documentation of the confiscation. Kitashima noticed the physical record
is vital, and advocated Redress with monetary reparation, as it can be a physical
record of Redress. Through the fourth segment, it clarified the different stance
of “bridge leaders” was necessary to achieve both the enforcement of the Civil
Liberty Act and accept an official apology from the government, and to gather
diverse participants, that means the great number of Japanese Americans.
Ultimately, “bridge leaders”, Embrey and Kitashima, were both vital for the
Japanese American Redress, and their experiences were as significant as their

contribution to Redress.
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